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The Holy Family Academy School Advisory Council approved a 2017-18 venture into an
“all Montessori, 3 yr. old and 4 yr. old combined Pre-Kindergarten with 5 day, 3 day and ½
day options”. The move is the next logical step given the intense emphasis our strategic
plan places on classical education. Many of the Classical K-8 schools across the country are
starting with Montessori Pre-K because both philosophies involve the emphasis on Truth,
Goodness and Beauty and the dignity of a learner who beholds a ‘wonder’. After
inaugurating our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and the Pre-K 3 Montessori program, we
are now ready to go full-fledged into building the program up.
In 2016, HFA was the recipient of a Catholic School Center of Excellence (CSCOE) grant
for establishing a Pre-K 3 Montessori program. Mrs. Meggie Langlois, Pre-K 3 teacher and
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd director, supervised the planning and materials acquisition
for both programs. Mrs. Langlois will do the same for next year’s Pre-K transition into
Montessori. Mrs. Langlois looks forward to: “Continuing to share the Montessori method
with the Pre-K and kindergarten students, and inviting the 1st graders into the Atrium as
part of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program.”
.

Veteran’s Day
Seventy-five invited veterans enjoyed a solemn Mass, a delicious
breakfast and some well-deserved fanfare from students, parents
and staff at our annual Veteran’s Day celebration. After a flag
ceremony provided by HFA 7th graders, Father Fehn celebrated
Mass and preached on the “crosses” that our country’s service
men and women have borne for so long. Lisa Counts and her
team of volunteers orchestrated a great reception replete with
much red, white and blue and TLC. HFA 8th graders served the
food and bussed tables. Pre-K began the program with the Pledge
of Allegiance. Kindergarten led grace in Latin. Our first through
eighth graders then sang patriotic songs, culminating with the
Junior High’s rendition of the Armed Forces Medley.
The speaker this year was Dr. Sean O’Malley, a Lieutenant
Colonel in the Minnesota Army National Guard. As a Navy

physician, Dr. O’Malley has extensive experience administering
and advising on the health care of cabinet-level dignitaries. The
festivities ended with the school children imparting the traditional
Irish Blessing to the departing veterans.
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ENROLLMENT GROWTH ON TARGET
ENDOWMENT FUND WILL BE THE NEXT EMPHASIS
HFA enrollment has reached 190 again. Our enrollment goal for 2017 – 2018 is 200, and then to reach optimal enrollment by 2018-19.
What does this mean to HFA’s current families? It means that we will be optimally funded and will be able to round out our programs and
to dedicate much more effort to development—both for the long-term with the emphasis on the growth of our endowment fund and maybe
even facilities enhancements.
Most importantly, we want our HFA families to look toward the future and determine how God is calling us to make our mark as a school
and a community. Building on the original vision of the school as a light for families wanting to raise their children in the Truths and
fullness of the Catholic Church, we will continue the process of always listening to new ideas and suggestions. Guided by the Holy Spirit,
even our most far-reaching goals can be accomplished through our cooperation.

VIRTUE FAMILIES
WE APPRECIATE
ALL THE SUPPORT
WE RECEIVE!
How Can You Help?
Cash Back Programs:
St. Lucy and
St. Elizabeth of Hungary

Cure d’Ars

St. Patrick and

Amazon Smile

St. John Bosco

Schwann’s Cares

Fleece Blanket Project
In September, Virtue Families made over 50 tied fleece blankets which were donated to the
Waconia Life Care Center in St. Paul.
All Saints Day Parade
On November 1, the Feast of All Saints, students were invited to dress up as their favorite
saint. After Mass, eighth grade Virtue Family Superiors led the traditional All Saints Day
Parade across the stage in Kattar Hall
Change for Babies
October’s Virtue Family event was a fundraiser for the Southwest Options for Women
pregnancy resource center. The 8th grade Superiors supervised a baby bottle challenge, and
the students raised 511.99. Great Leadership 8th Grade!
Feast of St. Nicholas
To prepare to celebrate the Feast of St. Nicholas, Superiors helped the other students in
their Virtue Family draw names and write prayers to one another. The prayers were then put
in envelopes along with candy canes and distributed to classrooms on December 6.

Corporate Matching
Grants
Arranged through your
employer

End of Year Donations
Adopt a Student
Endowment Fund
General Donations

VISIT: WWW.HFAMN.ORG
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WHY CLASSICAL EDUCATION:
People often want to know what
“classical” education means. You can
study long and hard to find an “expert”
opinion on this (Laura Berquist: The
Well-Trained Mind, Dorothy Sayers,
catholicliberaleducation.com, Memoria
Press). The best way to simplify this
process is to focus on three questions:
Why do we learn? What do we learn?
How do we learn best? In answering
these questions through the lens of how
and why your own children learn, you
may see how classical education works.
At the grammar stage, (generally, Pre-K
through 4th or 5th grade) students have a
great capacity to take in knowledge—poetry memorization, great tales and
stories, history, English grammar,
catechism, Latin, math, etc. If we
(meaning you as the primary educator
and HFA as the in loco parentis) do our
jobs of making the expectation that this
be a family priority, the child will learn to

love and be inspired by beautiful and
amazing intellectual, artistic, and
physical creations of God. In the 5th
through 6th or 7th grades, the students
enter the logic stage of classical
education. These students want to know
“why?”. We can answer their questions
by focusing on the great thinkers and
modeling to them a proper orientation
towards knowing Truth and Beauty. By
imitating and comprehending great
thinking, students learn to judge whether
or not something makes sense. Our
historically-themed
Literature
and
History curriculum has a great ability to
do this—so does our study of the
Catechism and Singapore Math. Finally,
in 7th and 8th grade, students want to
think independently. The rhetorical stage
is perfect for these students who enjoy a
good argument (and what 8th grader
does not). They can now begin to learn
(for High School and beyond) how to
defend an idea. All of these stages are

Congratulations Quiz Bowl Team
Our team earned a top 10 rank out of 41 teams in
the Diocesan High School Quiz Bowl at the
University of St. Thomas on December 15th!
Our students had fun and represented us well by
being excited, competitive and good sports!

much more complicated than what I have
just described. Just because we’re classical
doesn't mean that we don’t have to
concentrate on all the nuts and bolts of
educational research and pedagogy. There
are many approaches that fit in with much of
what modern education has “discovered”,
or, on the contrary, proved archaic (Ignatian
model, mimetic instruction, 7 Laws of
teaching-John Gregory). We use techniques
at HFA which our teachers have mastered
over the years—multisensory instruction,
Cornell note taking, good study skills and
parenting ideas in general. But most
important to all of success is attitude. If we
(and by that I mean parents and teachers)
can form students to be virtuous and
responsible, any school which can do that
would experience great success. For us it is
a matter of coming to know Christ and
dedicating our works, joys, triumphs and
defeats to him. That’s the how, why and
what of it.
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A VISION FOR THE ARTS AT HFA
STUDENT LIFE

JUNIOR HIGH BONFIRE

GRANDPARENTS DAY
Students showcased our unique classical curriculum through recitation activities, and enjoyed
treats with their grandparents and other special friends.

MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Students in grades 6 – 8 joined 11,000 other Catholic students at the first ever Mass of the Holy
Spirit. Held at CHS field in St. Paul, it was a joyful, extraordinary event.

APPLE ORCHARD FIELD TRIP
Students in Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade enjoyed a field trip to an apple orchard this fall. On a
beautiful fall day, they sampled apples, petted farm animals, rode a hay wagon, and played on
hay stacks. It was a great day!

VISIT: WWW.HFAMN.ORG
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FALL SPORTS UPDATE

The fall sports season ended in grand fashion for the students of Holy Family Academy.
Our two Cub soccer teams had a wonderful season highlighted by much spirit and a very competitive game against one another.
Varsity soccer came in 2nd place.
Congratulations and thanks to our fantastic coaches!

CUB BLACK

CUB RED
.

Varsity volleyball achieved first place in the tournament championship
Congratulation and many thanks to our coaches! Northstar volleyball came in 2nd place.

